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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



1. (Canceled) 



2. (Currently Amended) A data monitoring method according to claim + 6/7 or 8 , in 



- which in the step of updating the copy inhibition information, the updating should be valid only 

^^Y^ en 311 aumor * zec * P erson executes the updating. 

3. (Currently Amended) A data monitoring method according to claim 4- 6 or 7 , in which 
updating information of the copy inhibition information is provided by a removable storage 
media. 



4. (Currently Amended) A data monitopfng method according to claim 4- 6 or 7 , in which 
updating information of the copy inhibition/mformation is provided by an information providing 
medium. 

5. (Canceled) 



6. (Currently Ainended) A data monitoring m e thod according to claim 1 , furth e r 
comprising: A dam monitoring method comprising; 

monitoring each copy element of monitoring object data consisting of at least one kind of 
copy elemetn in accordance with at least one kind of copy inhibition information capable of 
being inflated and stored in inhibition information storage; and 

inhibiting input or output of the monitoring object data if the monitoring determines that 
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said each copy element agrees with a kind of said copy inhibition information 

storing updating logs when the copy inhibition information stored j£ the inhibition 

information storage is updated; and 

in which the step of updating copy inhibition information, tlfi updating should be 

executed only when the updating information of the copy inhibition information is later than the 
^^J^ stored log information. 

7. (Currently Amended) A data monitoring iy6hod according to claim 1 , furth e r 
comprising: A data monitoring method comprising: 

monitoring each copy element of monitoring object data consisting of at least one kind of 
copy element in accordance with at least one^rind of copy inhibition information capable of 
being updated and stored in inhibition iniormation storage: 

inhibition input or output of trfe^monitoring object data if the monitoring determines that 
said each copy element agrees wijtn a kind of said copy inhibition information: and 

controlling a copy inhibition or a inhibition cancel in accordance with secrecy 
management information arid user's secrecy management level, said secrecy management 
information stored in the inhibition information storage in addition to the copy inhibition 
information in advance. 

8. (Cu/ently Amended) A data monitoring method according to claim 1, furth e r 
comprising A data monitoring method comprising: 

(onitoring each copy element of monitoring object data consisting of at least one kind of 
copy Element in accordance with at least one kind of copy element in accordance with at least 
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one kind of copy inhibition information capable of being updated and stored in inhibition 
information storage; 

inhibition input or output of the monitoring object data if the monitoring determines that 
said each copy element agrees with a kind of said copy inhibition infom^tion; and 
obtaining the copy inhibition information by requesting to a' irom a master ii 
storage wh e n originals of th e on a network by issuing a requesrif origii 
inhibition information are stored in the master information^torage on the network. 



9. (Original) A data monitoring method according to claim 8, comprising: 
controlling a copy inhibition or a inhibition cancel in accordance with secrecy 

management information and user's secrecy management level, said secrecy management 
information obtained together with thexopy inhibition information at the step of obtaining the 
information, said secrecy managenient information stored in the master inhibition information 
storage in addition to the original copy inhibition information in advance. 

10. (Currently ^mended) A data monitoring method according to claim -J- 6. 7 or 8. 
comprising: 

canceling^ function of stopping the copying after confirming if a user has a right to 
cancel the monitoring function or not. 

11. (Canceled) 



4 



09/914,216 

12. (Currently Amended) A data monitoring device according to claim if jl* 18 or 19, 
further comprising: 

updating means updating the copy inhibition information, 

13. (Original) A data monitoring device according to clairn/12, in which the updating 
means inhibits the updating when the updating is not executed.by a user having a right to update 
and the copy inhibition information has the management information of the updating right as an 
attribute. 



14. (Original) A data monitoring devicemccording to claim 12, in which the updating 
information is provided by a removable storage medium. 

15. (Original) A data monitoring device according to claim 12, in which the updating 
information is obtained from an/nformation providing medium. 

16. (Canceled) 



17. (Currently Amended) A data monitoring d e vic e according to claim 12, further 
compri s ing: Aftiata monitoring device comprising: 

an irinibition information storage storing at least one kind of copy inhibition information 
that canJoe updated; 

monitoring means monitoring at least one kind of copy element prepared from 
monitoring object data based on the copy inhibition information; 
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inhibition means inhibiting input or output of the monitoring object datafif said at least 
one copy element included in the monitoring object data agrees with one oftne copy inhibition 
information; / 

a log storage storing updating logs when the copy inhibition kfformation in the inhibition 
information storage are updated; and / 

in which the updating means obtains the latest copy infnibition information based on the 
logs of the updating information. / 

18. (Currently Amended) A data monitoring d e vic e according to claim 12, furth e r 
comprising: A data monitoring device comprising: 

an inhibition information storage Storing at least one kind of copy inhibition information 
that can be updated; / 

f nng at least one kind of copy element prepared from 
he copy inhibition information; 
g input or output of the monitoring object data if said at least 
monitoring object data agrees with one of the copy inhibition 
ns storing in the inhibition information storage secrecy 
ion to the copy inhibition information, and controlling a copy 
\ accordance with secrecy management information and user's 



6 



09/914,216 

19. (Currently Amended) A data monitoring d e vice according to claigr]2, furth e r 
comprising: A data monitoring device comprising: 

an inhibition information storage storing at least one kind of copv/mhibition information 
that can be updated; 

monitoring means monitoring at least one kind of copy element prepared from 
\ monitoring object data based on the copy inhibition information; 

inhibition means inhibiting input or output of the/monitoring ob ject data if said at least 
one copy element included in the monitoring object jfeta agrees with one of the copy inhibition 
information 

a master information storage on the network storing originals of the copy inhibition 
information; and 

information obtaining means obtaining the copy inhibition information by requesting to 
th e mast e r information storag e from a master information storage on a network by issuing a 
request if originals of said cop/ inhibition information are stored in the master information 
storage on the network . 

20. (Original) A data monitoring device according to claim 19, in which the master 
storage stores secrecy management information of each original information in addition to the 
copy inhibition information; 

the information obtaining means obtains the copy inhibition information and the secrecy 
management information; and 
ler comprising: 
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secrecy management means controlling a copy inhibition or a inhiftftion cancel in 
accordance with the obtained secrecy management information and user's secrecy management 
level. / 

^ 21. (Original) A data monitoring device according to claim/12, further comprising: 

canceling means canceling a function of stopping the oopying after confirming if a user 
has a right to cancel the monitoring function or not. / 

22. (Original) A copying device comprising: / 

first specific information extracting means extracting an ID information unique to a 
specific device concerned with the preparations monitoring object data; and 

information imparting means impairing the ID information to the monitoring object data 
and preparing a new copied data. / 

23. (Original) A copying device according to claim 22, in which the ID information is 
chip ID information imparted to Central Processing Unit (CPU). 

24. (Original)/A copying device according to claim 22, in which the ID information is an 
IP address imparteu to a device. 

25. (Original) A copying device comprising: 

second specific information extracting means extracting a specific application 
information unique to software concerned with the preparation of monitoring object data; and 
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information imparting means imparting the specific application information to the 
monitoring object data and preparing a new copied data. ^7 

26. (Original) A copying device according to claim 25, in whum the specific application 
information is a mail address registered by a user. / 

27. (Original) A copying device receiving an morytoring object data from an external 
device and preparing a copy based on the monitoring obj/^ct data, comprising: 

extracting means analyzing the monitoring obffect data and extracting unique information 
specifying a specific device concerned with the preparation of the monitoring object data; and 

specific information imparting means/ imparting the extracted unique information to the 
monitoring object data. / 

28. (Original) A copyine^aevice according to claim 27, in which the unique information 
is an ID number specifying a Personal computer. 

29. (Original) A copying device according to claim 27, in which the unique information 
is an IP address imparted to a device. 

30. ^Original) A copying device receiving an monitoring object data from an external 
device and preparing a copy based on the monitoring object data, comprising: 

/ extracting means analyzing the copied data and extracting unique information specifying 
specific software concerned with the preparation of the copied data; and 
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specific information imparting means imparting the extracted unique information to the 
copied data as new copied data. 

31. (Original) A copying device according to claim 30, in which the/unique information 
\s a mail address registered by a user. 



32. (Original) A copying device according to claim 3Q^n which the unique information 
is registration information of software. 

33. (Original) A copying device adapting to the network of receiving an monitoring 
object data from an external device and prej^aring a copy based on the monitoring object data, 
comprising: 

extracting means extracting a/flP address imparted to the copying device; and 
specific information imparting means imparting the extracted IP address to the copied 
data as new copied data. 

34. (OriginaD^A storage medium storing programs comprising: 

monitoring each copy element being monitoring object data consisting of at least one 
kind of copy>61ement in accordance with at least one kind of copy inhibition information capable 
of being Updated and stored in inhibition information storage; and 

inhibiting to input or output the monitoring object data if the monitoring determines that 
said each copy element agrees with a kind of said copy inhibition information. 
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35. (Original) A storage medium storing a program comprising: 
controlling a copy inhibition or a inhibition cancel in accordance wiJJi secrecy 

management information and user's secrecy management level, said secrecy management 
^ Vj information stored in the inhibition information storage in addition to the copy inhibition 
^/ ^"J^ m f orma ti° n m advance. 

36. (Original) A storage medium executed by a copying apparatus preparing a copy 
according to monitoring object data after receiving the moryforing object data from an external 
device or after preparing the monitoring object da)fi by itself, which storing programs 
comprising: 

extracting ID information unique to a stifle device concerned with the preparation of 
the monitoring object data; and 

imparting the ID information to ^fte monitoring object data and preparing a new copied 

data 



37. (Original) A storage medium executed by a copying apparatus preparing a copy 
according to monitoring fi/oject data after receiving the monitoring object data from an external 
device or after prejjfaring the monitoring object data by itself, which storing programs 
comprising: 

extracting specific application information unique to software concerned with the 
preparatioj/of the monitoring object data; and 

imparting the specific application information to the monitoring object data and preparing 
a n#w copied data. 
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38. (New) The data monitoring method according to claim &/wherein the request 
executing a step of obtaining the copy inhibition information is issued when the network printer 
is activated. 



\ 



f|)p 39. (New) The data monitoring method Recording to claim 8, wherein the request 

* executing a step of obtaining the copy irmibitioff information is issued when the printing data is 
inputted to the image memory or outputted irom the image memory. 

40. (New) The data moywring device according to claim 19, wherein the information 
obtaining means obtains the /opy inhibition information based on the request issued when the 
network printer is activated. 



41. (New/ The data monitoring device according to claim 19, wherein the information 
obtaining means obtains the copy inhibition information based on the request issued when the 
printin^fata is inputted to the image memory or outputted from the image memory. 
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